SAVE WATER - EVERY DROP COUNTS

At present, agriculture is the major user of water and by 2020; it is expected to use 29% more
water to sustain the current level of crop yields, while the water availability is expected to
decrease by 12%. The distribution of rainfall in our country is highly variable and over 70 % of
annual rainfall takes place during the three months of the monsoon. Therefore, we utilize less
than 30% of the rain; the rest is lost as run-off to the sea. In order to meet demand for enhanced
foodgrains production, there is an increasing demand of water. Further, the present climatic
changes put a great threat to our agriculture. Our sole aim could be “Conserve Rain Water
Today- For Use Tomorrow.”

Droughts and low rainfall are now becoming a recurring phenomenon. The country has
witnessed several major droughts which seriously impacted farm output, created shortage of
drinking water, fodder deficiency for cattle and low water in reservoirs. However, there were six
major droughts during 1980 to 2000 and two during the last seven years (during 2002 and 2009).
The drought in kharif 2009 had a cascading effect on India’s food and nutritional security.

Initiatives by Dhanuka

For the first time, Shri Chiranjilal Dhanuka Trust, Vrindavan, under the sponsorship of
Dhanuka Agritech Limited, New Delhi, which is actively involved in the development of the
farming community, organized 11- Kundiya Atirudra Mahayagya starting from New Samvat-
2067 (16 March 2010) to 24 March 2010 at the most sacred and revered Sri Krishna Nagri,
Vrindavan . As a result, the country witnessed a good rainfall during 2010. Since there were
drought conditions again in 2011, and forecast of less rain during the monsoon of 2012, Dhanuka
Group again organized 5-Kundiya Rudra Mahayagya from 23 to 27 March at 2012 at
Vrindavan. True to its belief, the Lord showered plenty of rain from mid-August and the country
witnessed an all-time record production of foodgrains.

Encouraging all the Stakeholders for Khet Ka Pani Khet Mein & Gaon Ka Pani Gaon
Mein

During 2010, besides publishing popular literature on rainwater conservation, posters depicting
Every Drop Counts were published and circulated on a wide scale. On the first day of Yagya in
2010, a Seminar on ‘Rainwater Conservation and Food Security’ was organized and a Folder on
‘Conserve Rainwater-Every Drop Counts’ was released for mass circulation. The Dhanuka
Staff was also desired to get prepared proposals for submission to have renovation of local
water-bodies and announced financial support to Village Panchayats. During 2012, Group took
up a major initiative to launch mass education programmes for the farmers by focusing on ‘Khet
Ka Pani Khet Mein and Gaon Ka Pani Gaon Mein’ by celebrating the World Water Day on
22 March and organizing Special lectures on rainwater conservation, Release of Brochure on
‘Water & India’s Food Security’, Posters for mass awareness. The star attraction was on-the
spot Poster Competition for children on Water Saving, and the selected entries were duly
recognized. It is proposed to celebrate World Water Day on 22 March 2013 in a big way and our
Marketing staff is motivating the villagers through village Panchayat for community action to
ensure renovation.



The Group also organized scientific lectures on rainwater conservation during eleven one-day

meet organized with SAUs to celebrate ‘50 Years of Agrochemicals in India’ celebrated in 2010-
11.
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IT’S TIME TO THINK AND ACT

Qur ncestors were apt with the et and science of water. Thare i LrRent need 10 fevive ouf
¢ trad ¥ preach.

There are already several novel examples in differest parts of the country for saving the
rainwater theough community managemant of tanks, ponds, and johad (earthen check dams)
like:
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Depressions arcund Vilage or Village pnds could be
deepened and by appropriate drainage the surface
watess are transported to these ponds.

Let's resolve 10 comserve maximum of rainwater
within our crop lands, and the remaining water to be.
taken into pond (1) dug on the lowest point of the
farm. This water can be recycled for Urigation during
the dry spels. In addition, several on-farm water
management practices (kbet ka pases khet mein) can
be adopted. However, these peactices aro highly
location specific and are influenced by some of the
factors ke 5ol characteristics, choke of cropping

‘the region.

are:
Land leveling, zeco tiage, bed and furrow farming,
Improved surface krigation techaiques and land
drainage.
Micro erigation techeiques. (drips and sprieklen)
which can save water 2 wel as result in higher
productivity
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Water, the unique resource on the planet earth is the elbxir for sustaining all
forms of life. Life originated and evolved in water before it appeared on the
1and, The refigious texts of India have repeatedly mentioned the importance of
water and rivers in different contexts. Water is quoted 10 be Life or “Jeevanam”
water Rig-Vedais
full of 'shiokas' in peaise of Water, Sun and Alr, the three essentials of our
Kallyo Mardan' tried to

However, it would not be an exaggeration that civilizations atso doomed not
because water was not available but because it was misutiized leading to
unsustainabdle use of this precious resource.
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In order to meet the country's demand for enhanced food grains production,
there Is an Increasing demand for water. Further, enhanced demand due to
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© We are 31 94 rank in the Global Munger Index
of 119 countries. More than 27% of the
world's undemourished population (230
milhon) is in India. Nearty 50% of child deaths.
i india are due $o malnutrition. In 11 cet of
195tates, BO% chideen suffer from anemia.

® 8y 2020, agriculture Is xpected 1o use 29%
MOe water 10 SuStain the current level of
yields, while the water avaiability is
expectedto decrease by 12%.

® The distribution of rainfall in owr country is highly variatie,
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© 1kgof soyabean ® 4800 btres of water |

© 1 kg of melon ® 400 htres of water |
1 kg of tomato 290 btres of water

® 1 kg of chacken (meat) ® 6600 htres of water !

® Tkgof ees ® 4780 iters of water |

e e .

* www fao ong/ne fmater

© Though the amount of water required varses with crops, place, productivity, source of water
availabity, yet you might feel litthe surpeised to know the quantity of water required to
produce some items of daily consumgtion
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Source: www 130.com/r wates

@ Water reQuirements per person
* Dally- 2080 iters.

* To produce dally food for one peeson- 2000 —

~ 5000 iters,

® Rainwater stilizationin Our Country.
© Less thas 30%, and the rest is lost as ran-
off, taking away with it precious 108 and
nutrients.
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